ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

lature, under ordinary circumstances, wish to
be reflected, and perhaps in consequence they
heed clearly the wishes of their constituents.

As has been suggested in preceding chap-
ters, the people are normally conservative, and
every legislator wishes to avoid the reputa-
tion of being a radical or an extremist, because
in the minds of most constituents radicalism
is opposed to good sense, as in many instances
a man's reputation as a humorist is likely to
weaken people's belief in his good judgment.
Moreover, the people test radicalism in a way
that while perhaps not always fair, is never-
theless understood by the members of the leg-
islatures. Anything that is out of the common,
anything that goes far beyond present custom,
is with rare exceptions felt to be tending toward
radicalism; and this the legislator will usually
avoid. In many sections of the United States
it is not customary to drink beer and wine
regularly. Those who do drink are inclined
to drink to excess. The consequence is that
in those regions, if one mentions temperance
legislation, it is understood that he is speaking

[110]